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A word of encouragement

Discover  the  most  wonderful  relationship  with  the  living  God. 
What He is really like? What does He thinks about you? As you go 
through this book let Him reveal His heart for you. It is better than 
you could ever possibly imagine. Spend time with Him. Read His 
word. Soak in His Presence. Talk to Him. Ask Him questions. Turn 
your affection towards Him. As you do this on a daily basis you 
will find yourself serving His purposes for you.  



#1 Imagine
"what if you just couldn't help being positive"

Imagine yourself if you could start all over again. What would you 
look like  and how would you live?  Imagine  you could reinvent  
your circumstances with a whole new perspective.  Where would 
you be and what would you be doing? Use your imagination. He 
gave you one for a reason. Imagine living in perfect health. What 
would life would be like if you were never sick, ill or in pain. 

Imagine what it would be like if you were incapable of worrying 
about anything no matter how difficult the circumstances. Imagine 
what would happen if you only saw the positive in everything and 
everybody. 

Imagine  whatever  decisions  you  make  if  you  couldn't  make  a 
mistake. Wouldn’t you would look at everything very differently? 
What would you do if you couldn't fail? What would you do? What 
would you do if money was no problem? What would you go for if 
He promised to keep providing for all your needs? 

This alarming thought pattern is not just an exercise in using your 
imagination.  It  is  not  wishful  or  fanciful  thinking.  He has  made 
some very big promises. If we take Him at His word then life is 
going  to  look  and  be  completely  different.  Think  about  all  the 
promises  He  has  made  to  you  and  remember,  He  keeps  His 
promises. 



He says nothing is impossible so why not try the impossible, go on, 
it could be fun. 

       



#2 The storm
"you think you are insignificant, think again"

Jesus encountered storms just the same as us. In one case it was a 
real storm that even hardened fishermen recognised as serious. This 
was no ordinary storm. They didn't seem to anticipate its arrival. 
Their response to the storm was to despair. They didn't wake Him 
up expecting Him to do a miracle. They were more annoyed that 
He was still asleep. They wanted Him to share in their anxiety. 

Don't  bring God down to your level.  The disciples were amazed 
that He didn't seem the least bit bothered. They were even more 
surprised when He told them off. He then spoke to the storm and it 
did exactly as it was told. Do you not think that you could perhaps 
treat the storms in your life in exactly the same way? Something 
that you are struggling with that has the potential to overwhelm 
you. Don't just ask God to take it away you are meant to speak to 
the storm yourself. You carry that much authority. Jesus gave them 
a hint. 

He was one person, standing in a fishing boat in the middle of the 
storm speaking to the wind and waves. He has given you that same 
authority, the same voice and He expects you to use it. To not use it 
is such a waste. He has given you His Spirit, the same Spirit that 
calmed the storm. So why not you? You are a storm calmer. If you 
think you are insignificant then I suggest you should think again. 
Jesus said you are to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the leper 
and  cast  out  demons.  That  does  not  sound  like  something  an 



insignificant person would do, does it? You can do it, He has given 
you permission to  do it.  It  is  more of  a  command than a  polite 
request. Imagine doing this everyday. Could you imagine the hope 
that will fill people's lives if they knew how much God cared about 
them. Take that hope to them. 



#3 His dreams
"When God dreams about you He dreams big dreams"

There is so much that is possible. If you want to lose weight you 
can. If you need finances He will show you how. If you want to do 
signs that make people wonder it’s yours. Be free from the power of 
sin, you are free. 

Believe that what He did on the cross was a complete and finished 
work. Your part is to believe it, live it and share it. Worry or fear is 
not your friend no matter how familiar it is. They have no rights to 
you or claim on you. Worry may be a common feeling and even 
socially acceptable but it is not a nice friend to have around. Dump 
it as quickly and as often as possible. Joy is not the absence of being 
miserable.  His  joy is  deep and it  is  tangible.  It  is  possible  to  be 
annoyingly  peaceful  and  happy twenty  four  hours  a  day,  seven 
days a week. 

You have more going for you than there is against you. With Him 
backing you, you have more than you can possibly imagine. Start to 
explore  and  find  out  what  you  already  have.  It  is  a  voyage  of 
discovery, do it no matter what it costs or how long it takes. You 
know deep down you are amazing. You struggle to admit it because 
you have convinced yourself that possibly your not. You may find 
that others don't seem to appreciate just how wonderful you are but 
the good news is there is someone who does. Your impact on the 
world can be as big as you want it to be. When God dreams about 
you He dreams big dreams. 



What you say to yourself about yourself is important. You tend to  
believe  what  you  say.  So  tell  yourself  how  wonderful  you  are. 
Speak health  over  your  body.  Speak to  your  mind what  a  great 
thinker you are. Speak to your spirit and bless it with strength. If 
you  only  complain  about  your  aches  and  pains  and  declare  ill 
health because everyone else does, that is what you'll get. If that is 
what you want, fine, carry on. If it isn't then stop it and change your 
words. Your healing will be a testimony and will encourage others. 
There is a difference between health and healing, it is better not to 
get ill in the first place.  

If you want abundant provision, talk to your bank account and tell 
it the good news. Your abundance means you can be a benefactor 
and others  can  share  in  the  blessing.  This  isn't  just  for  you,  He 
wants you to share it and for it to overflow to others. How great is 
that? 

You are awesome, just like your Heavenly Father. Imagine what it 
would be like if everyone you prayed for got healed. People would 
be queuing up. Sick bodies and minds are waiting for someone like 
you to heal them. Remember you can speak to storms and they will 
be calm. You can even walk on water and not sink! You cannot fail 
because failure is really success that hasn't happened yet. He has 
great confidence in you. 



#4 Heaven’s culture
"You are an ambassador of a heavenly culture"

Don't  let  your  heart  be  troubled.  He knows the frustrations  and 
difficulties  you  are  going  through.  He  knows the  questions  you 
have. You are not alone. You may have discovered that others are 
going through the same thing and it maybe that others are just good 
at hiding it. He has revealed Himself to you so that you can reveal 
Him to the world. A world that is scrambling around looking for 
answers in all the wrong places. 

You do have complete access to Him. He lives in you. You will find 
Him if you would but take the time to look. Be diligent about it 
don’t be casual. Do it believing you will find Him and you won’t 
have to look very far.

As you listen to people you will discover they are looking for peace 
but find only more conflict. Others are looking for hope but their 
hopes are dashed. He is the only true hope for the world. Nobody 
and nothing else will ultimately work. He is the only one who truly 
loves. He is love. He is full of hope. He is the God of Hope. His 
hope  is  undiminished  and  without  limit  for  He  is  HOPE 
personified. 

That makes you, His child, a person of hope. As this hope fills your 
being  you  will  stand  out  in  the  crowd.  You  are  acting  like  an 
ambassador from another country. A different realm. You are from a 
heavenly  culture.  You  are  more  different  than  you  realise.  You 
become acutely aware of this as you struggle to fit in. You find the 



two  cultures  clash.  You  have  to  decide  which  culture  is  your 
primary culture. You exist in both but only serve one. There is a 
broad path and there is a narrow path, you get to choose which one 
to walk. 



#5 Lights, camera, action
"He knows what your heart is really saying"

You are  trustworthy  or  He  wouldn't  have  trusted  you with  His 
message. You must be reliable as He has no-one else He is currently 
relying on. You have all the rights and privileges of the kingdom of 
God  to  bring  peace,  joy,  salvation,  healing  and  health  to  your 
immediate environment, whether home or work. You were born for 
this time it was no accident, nor was it by chance. He determined it 
to be so from the beginning of time and for a very good reason. He 
wants to bless everyone through you. So, how does He want you to 
do that? It is for Him to know and for you to find out, you are just 
going to have to ask Him. He rewards those who seek Him. The 
reward is the Truth and true Wisdom. It is both a journey and a 
process of discovery, that makes it so exciting but also scary. Start 
your journey now, He knows everything about you and He knows 
what you are really like. Even the real you is hidden from you, all 
He is going to do is reveal it. He knows what your heart is really 
saying and to Him that is what He listens to. 

It doesn't matter what kind of person you are. Don't wait to be on 
the platform preaching to  thousands,  concern yourself  about  the 
one near you, start where you are.  It  doesn't  matter if  you don't 
know what the outcome of your words or actions will be. You will 
never know if you don’t try it. You never know what a timely word 
of encouragement will bring. God is never impressed by what we 
do. He is more likely to be impressed with what He can do through 
us. Either way you are significant. If you want to find out what He 



thinks about you, and what He wants you to do, then you need to 
get to know Him. Your story starts with Him and finishes with Him 
and all the action in between is about you and Him. You get to play 
the main character. So lights, camera and action, let it begin. The 
script  has  been written,  you just  need to  talk  to  the  author  and 
follow His lead. 



#6 Don’t start from the end 
"Be true to yourself, you can't fool Him"

A time  will  come  when  you  look  back  and  shake  your  head 
wondering  what  you  saw  in  all  the  things  that  occupied  your 
attention, those things that distracted you, those things that caused 
you to worry and be anxious.  When these things have you it  is 
difficult to seek the true and living God but that is what it is all 
about,  letting  go  of  the  worthless  for  the  eternal.  It  seems  a 
straightforward deal to me. Much of what you do has very little 
true value,  I  know that  may seem harsh.  A lot  of  it  is  based on 
guesswork, or hoping for the best or muddling through. We have a 
tendency to look for the path of least resistance whether it is with 
our jobs, family or life in general.  Just to survive or get through. 

Wouldn't it be great if every minute became a single step towards 
something  significant,  that  your  life  meant  something  truly 
wonderful instead of a drive to survive. Rather than wishing you 
were the one doing great things for God, perhaps you could be the 
one doing great things for God right where you are. The good news 
is that God does see greatness in you. All He asks is that you spend 
the time finding out just how great He thinks you are. You won't be 
disappointed,  rather  you  will  be  pleasantly  surprised,  even 
shocked. 

I believe that you are very significant but somehow that truth may 
have been kept from you. God loves to tell you who you are but 
you have to listen, and our ability to hear is the most natural thing 



in the world. He created you with that ability, just tune in and you 
will hear Him. You may need to clear a bit of space to hear Him 
clearly.  

His promise is that He will provide every thing you need to achieve 
your full potential. The question is 'what is your potential?' If you 
know that, then great but I suspect there is even more to come.  My 
hope is that you find out but if you don't know then you need to  
ask.  You  may  not  like  or  agree  with  what  He  says  about  you 
straightaway. I am certain you won't, but one thing I am sure of, He 
is never wrong. It is then up to you to decide who or you are going 
to believe. Once you begin to get an inkling of what He has in store 
for you, you are ready to start your journey. 

At the start be realistic and honest with yourself and with God, you 
can’t  fool  Him but  you can convince yourself  otherwise.  We are 
brilliant  at  talking  ourselves  out  of  something  and  then  find 
someone to agree with us.  Be true to yourself,  carefully examine 
yourself,  identify  your  doubts,  recognise  your  ambitions,  and 
describe how you truly feel. Then, remove the mask, the pretence 
and be vulnerable. If you can’t be honest with yourself and with 
Him who can you be honest with. He accepts you as you are, full 
stop.  He cannot  help you make progress  unless  you admit  your 
need for His help. 

When God speaks to you He is describing your future, how He sees 
you,  it  will  not  make  much  sense  at  first  but  over  time,  it  will 
become clearer and in the end it will make complete sense. Trust 
Him, He knows what He is doing.  



#7 Don't panic
"Don't build a principle around it"

Once you have been honest and realistic about yourself, when you 
have  examined your  heart,  repented of  all  that  needs  repenting, 
(keeping it brief and to the point) now look at Jesus, look into His 
face, this is very, very important.  

He will forgive you completely and utterly, washing away guilt and 
condemnation. When you look at yourself again you see a new you. 
You may need to do this a few times as you peel away the layers  
grow in trust and confidence in Him. The Holy Spirit will search 
your heart. Ask Him to do it, don't go digging around yourself, it is 
better to ask 'is there anything in my heart that I need to get rid of, 
attitude, motives, ambition or desire?' He will show you and love 
you for it. There is not an ounce of condemnation just love in its 
best and purest form. 

After you have looked at yourself in the mirror now look at Him 
and ask the question ‘now what…?’ He will start to show you your 
next steps, what to do and what direction to take. They may be tiny, 
simple steps at first. Resist the temptation to just to launch into it or 
to just do something, anything. Many have come unstuck by the 
need to be busy to justify their existence, 'I am busy therefore I am'. 
Don’t  panic,  you  will  be  moving  soon  enough.  The  process  is 
learning to listen to the Holy Spirit and to do that effectively you 
will need to stop what you are doing and listen. Waiting will take as 
long  as  it  takes.  Don’t  rush  it.  Another  key  challenge  is  being 



confident that you can hear His voice. This is easier and harder than 
you think, you have an inbuilt receiver (your spirit) but it requires a 
disciplined approach where you train yourself to listen in all and 
every situation. Practice makes perfect as they say, so you will need 
to practice a lot. As often as you can until it becomes so much part 
of you that it becomes cellular, automatic. If you are going to rely on 
Him then you need to get to know Him very well and trust that you 
can hear Him. The enemy will do his best to disrupt that intimate 
channel of communication, so don't be surprised if you encounter 
difficulties that you never anticipated. However,  never,  ever give 
up.  Instead  make  it  your  life’s  aim  to  grow  in  confidence  and 
intimacy. 



#8 You are in safe hands
"He cares more about you than you do"

The Holy Spirit will communicate His heart to you as well as give 
you timely encouragement and instructions. You are going to need 
a lot of encouragement on this journey, have no illusions, it is not 
going to be a stroll in the park but it will be the most wonderful and 
glorious journey of discovery. He has given everything to you, to 
help you understand His ways, to enjoy all the benefits of being His 
child. So lean on Him and lean into Him, He will not let you down. 
He will never be shocked or disappointed in you even if you mess 
up, He is always faithful, so keep your eyes and ears open all the 
time, night and day. 

He has things for you that you know nothing about yet. There are 
surprises on their way. Wonderful events will overtake you that you 
never planned for and it is all part of His divine plan and purpose. 
You can trust Him completely and it will mean that you will see 
things that others don't. He will bring you to a place that is only 
available  to  those  who have the  right  password,  a  thankful  and 
humble heart. 

Don't  hesitate to step onto this path and take this journey. Don't 
over analyse the process as it has little to do with planning or logic. 
You are more likely to talk yourself out of it by doing so. Be wary of 
building a doctrine or a principle around it because its foundation  
is relational. Just because He did it one way with someone doesn’t 
mean He will do it that way with you. 



Don’t assume that because He spoke to you a certain way yesterday 
that today will be the same. My advice is just pursue what He has 
for you by pursuing Him, all  He wants is for you to know Him 
intimately and passionately. If you are confused or unsure then help 
is always at hand so do not be discouraged for He is your helper 
and your provider. He is your Heavenly Father and He cares more 
about you that you do. He has set you free and will deliver you 
from all your troubles, which is not the same as avoiding them, that 
is who He is. You are never too much trouble.



#9 Hope restored
"How you feel is temporary, the truth is permanent"

There are so many pressures in life and so many demands placed 
on you. So it is of no surprise that you can often feel overwhelmed 
and survival mode kicks in. It feels at times that everyone else is 
doing well and coping better than you. Nothing you do feels good 
enough,  you convince  yourself  that  you are  a  failure  and doubt 
yourself. You may even doubt God (although you might keep that 
thought to yourself in case anyone notices). 

You may start to find faults in others so that you feel better about 
yourself. If that is in any way true about you don't beat yourself up 
but understand there is a better way. Be honest but don't use it as an 
excuse, don't empower it by justifying it because that is not the real 
you. You need another perspective, a better thought. If you feel bad 
about  yourself  your  feeling  is  only  temporary,  the  truth  is 
permanent. Now there's a better thought.

Life doesn't have to be one long effort, like walking through treacle. 
There seems to be lots of answers but no solution. People will offer 
reasons, excuses and a justification but very few solutions, well not 
ones  that  actually  work.  The  thing  is,  we  can  experience  the 
solution for ourselves with His help and this is essential if we want 
to help others to find their own solution. There is no shortage of 
self-improvement schemes but only He has an answer that works 
and is perfectly dovetailed for you. 



You may think that the Bible has all the answers (and in one way it 
does)  but the book is  all  about how God is  the only solution.  It 
describes beautifully His interaction with His creation and if you 
notice it is rich in variety. To put it simply your solution is buried 
deep in your relationship with Him. 

To our eyes it seems He is not always consistent. Just look at David 
and  how  God  dealt  with  Him!  See  how  David  responded  to 
circumstances  and how his  relationship with God deepened.  We 
need to go to the Author of the Bible to get the answer we need. The 
Bible is not a self-help manual but it will help you to find yourself. 



#10 confident in hope
“look at what He did for me”

If  it  is  your  heart  to  help  people  then  it  is  important  that  you 
understand what He has deposited in you. The world is fed up with 
religious  jargon,  meaningless  phrases  and  irrelevant  platitudes. 
People want something that works, something that really works. 

People are desperate for  a  solution and very often willing to do 
anything  to  get  it.  We  often  try  to  fix  people's  problems  but 
wouldn't it be better to guide them to The Answer. Him. He is the 
great Fixer, the one who can really help, deliver and set free. 

It is not your place to apologies or defend what God does or doesn't 
do. Just in case it doesn't work the way you want it to. The best 
thing is to let Him do what He does best and get out of His way. 
Firstly, to do this you must be convinced in your own mind and 
secondly you need to have personal experience of it yourself. 

You don't need to have had exactly the same experience but you 
should at least know the reality of God setting you free, helping 
you overcome and be an overcomer. You can confidently give hope 
where there is hopelessness by saying 'look at what He did for me'. 
No-one can argue with that. 



#11 Facing problems
"He takes you through the problem to the answer"

You are carrying the answer you are looking for. It is within you, it 
is in seed form. Nurture that seed for yourself before you even try 
help others. It isn't a matter of being perfect or being complete but 
you should aim to  have  enough to  help  others  and be  a  living, 
breathing,  walking source  of  encouragement.  When people  meet 
you it  should as if  they've met Jesus.  People are spiritual beings 
even if they aren’t believers, they will perceive what you are and 
what you carry even if you can’t always see it. 

People  may  not  be  able  to  articulate  it  using  nice  religious 
terminology. Although they may not really understand it, they will 
be drawn to you because they are drawn to Him. Everyone wants a 
king like Jesus. If you find people resist you then it is because they 
already resist His love for them.  For Jesus is The Truth, not a truth, 
He is The Way not a scenic route you can follow at your leisure. He 
says follow Me and where He goes you go, it is that simple, but you 
don't  get  to  choose the route.  He has already programmed your 
destiny into your SatNav.

Follow Him, and believe The Truth about Him and what He says 
about you. What you believe about yourself is unlikely to be even  
close to what He believes about you. We all have our own views, 
our own interpretation and take on life but amazingly He can cut 
through all that and still enable you to get to know and love Him. 



He doesn't  grade you on your doctrinal  beliefs  or  which church 
stream we belong to. He knows what you are like and accepts you 
as you are. He looks at the state of your heart and still loves you, He 
looks you in the eye and says 'I love you too much to leave you as 
you are' and sets about helping you to change your heart, the way 
you think, speak, act and love. He is so good.  

Are you facing difficulties or challenging situations? Does He cause 
the problem? I don't believe so. Does He take you through difficult 
times? Yes. It is purely so you can be the best you and reflect Him 
perfectly. If you accuse God of causing sickness I don't think you 
understand His nature fully.  

When you look at the life of Jesus there isn't one example where 
Jesus made someone ill. Instead He healed everyone, He set people 
free, He forgave them and raised them from the dead. He didn't use 
storms to teach people a lesson, He used them as an opportunity to 
teach them a truth. He demonstrated what you could do when you 
face a storm. He has the ability to upgrade you in all  and every 
situation.



#12 Which culture?
"The heavenly realm is a greater reality"

We are constantly faced with a choice, which culture are we serving, 
which culture do we adopt and live in,  His  or  the world's?  The 
question to ask yourself is which one is going to have the greatest 
impact for good. You can’t serve both even if you live in both. 

Tension is created when you are pulled between the two. They both 
make demands on you. You can’t serve two masters. Sometimes the 
church tries to reconcile the two, bringing a compromise between 
them. They are different realities and compared to the kingdom of 
God there is no comparison and a compromise is just impossible. 
You can live in both but you can't live for both. You will be at home 
in one and a stranger in the other. 

Make a choice for His kingdom it is the more real, every day when 
you get up, you make that choice anyway. 

His kingdom works in and through any culture. That means you 
don't  have to  reject  anyone.  You can love everyone and there  is 
always a way to communicate the power of His kingdom exactly 
where  you are.  His  kingdom can be  seamlessly  interwoven into 
yours. It is a case of which is the dominant culture, which comes 
first, which one do you believe the most. 

Your natural inclination is to base everything on your experience of 
the world immediately around you. The heavenly realm is filtered 



through  your  experiences.  You  have  spent  a  lifetime  trying 
understand the world around you, making sense of it all through 
your  five  senses.  Your  mind  is  there  to  help  make  sense  of 
everything,  to  keep  you  safe  and  make  rational  decisions.  The 
heavenly realm is a greater reality. 



#13 Here and now
"The physical is temporary the heavenly is eternal"

When  your  spirit  starts  to  have  a  say  it  can  feel  like  He  has 
gatecrashed into your world and turned it upside down. Your mind 
struggles  to  see  things the way He sees  them and your spirit  is 
trying to communicate that. The reality is that the spiritual realm, 
which your spirit taps into is a greater reality. You could say we 
have crashed through into  His.  The physical  world,  which is  so 
familiar  was  made  by  Him.  Your  spirit  is  there  so  you  can  be 
spiritual and supernatural in your thinking.

This is not a fairy tale where we are whisked away to another land. 
It is one that we can truly experience here and now. Even though it  
can feel very foreign and alien. It is where He rules and reigns. It is 
not just a place where we go to when we die. It is heaven here and 
now,  you  are  effectively  in  two  places  at  once,  like  quantum 
physics. This, if nothing else, has to challenge your thinking. This 
isn't  meant  to  get  us  weird  and philosophical  but  His  heavenly 
kingdom is to be experienced here, right now. If you wonder what 
it looks like then simply look at the life of Jesus. He modelled it 
beautifully for us. We may say “well that was Jesus, He was the Son 
of God… and I am just me” but that is to miss the whole point. 

There are many benefits to being part of His kingdom. You have 
ambassadorial rights, you are an ambassador of the kingdom here 
on earth. Don't forget His benefits because there are so many. There 
are tensions between the world you grew up in and the realm you 



belong to. You cannot simply apply the system of this world to the 
kingdom of God, but you can apply His kingdom rule to this world. 
The two are at odds, people try to mesh the two by compromising 
but all that does is create a mess. The heavenly realm was first, it is 
more real, it is more solid and more reliable. The physical realm is 
temporary, the heavenly realm is eternal. 



#14 A simple equation
"God is never disillusioned"

If you take Jesus out of the equation and put something else in His 
place then you have a kingdom without a king. If you even put the 
Bible  in  His  place  then  you  have  a  kingdom  based  on  rules, 
regulations but not a relationship. The kingdom of God is based on 
a  family  not  a  political  system or  a  business  model.  He is  your 
Heavenly Father you are His child, why then does the church create 
an institution of government that is not family based? The church is 
missing  fathers,  mothers,  sons  and  daughters,  they  have  been 
replaced by workers and leaders. He is Lord and He is king and yet 
He is also a loving, doting Father. You are not a slave nor a servant, 
you are first and last His deeply loved child. 

His favour rests on those whom He chooses, not on performance 
but on our willingness to follow Him. It is a completely different 
criteria to the one the world would use to determine how people 
are honoured, don't adopt what the world values, find out what He 
values. 

The culture that is around you in this world is inferior to the One 
true culture, the culture of heaven. God is never miserable, fed up 
or disillusioned, so if you are a person belonging to His culture then 
you could realistically  expect  to  demonstrate  and live  same.  His 
culture has hope, faith, love, joy, peace and righteousness as its core 
value. Everything else is at best a copy, more likely a forgery, mostly 
a lie. His culture will last forever, it can never be shaken, removed, 



destroyed or changed, it is eternal. He is transforming you from one 
culture  to  another,  how  quickly  that  happens  depends  on  you, 
whether you embrace or resist the change. You were made for His 
kingdom, you fit into it seamlessly, dovetailed perfectly. 



#15 Growing faith
"Emotional blackmail really doesn't work"

If  you  take  the  trouble  to  get  to  know  Him  you  will  begin  to 
understand  Him.  Few  take  the  trouble  to  do  so  because  just 
learning  about  Him  is  not  the  same  as  actually  meeting  Him. 
Learning about Him keeps Him at a safe distance and manageable. 
That way you can take the bits you like, disregard the bits you don't 
until you have created a God in your image. Not recommend. He 
made you in His image not the other way round. He will challenge 
the image you have created at every and any opportunity. It is a 
form of idolatry worshipping a god in your image. Think about it.

This can be be very confusing if you don’t realise that is what you 
are doing. Your relationship with Him is based on a distorted view 
of Him. Life will  make no sense and your walk with God won’t 
seem real. Just to make a point here. He doesn’t makes any apology 
for  not  agreeing  with  your  view  of  Him.  He  will  do  what  is 
necessary to remove any misunderstanding in the hope that you 
seek Him out. 

What He wants is for you to knock on His door and ask Him. You 
may  find  that  He  has  a  habit  of  doing  things  you  thought  He 
wouldn’t do and not do something you thought He really would 
do.  He  is  not  a  slot  machine.  You  can’t  program  Him  nor 
manipulate Him. He doesn’t  respond to emotional blackmail  but 
He does respond to faith. It is so important that you know what 
faith is, what it looks like and how to to use it. Find out how to 



strengthen  your  faith.  Don’t  ride  the  crest  of  the  wave  of 
emotionalism but walk in faith. Believe what He has said and don’t 
stop until you have got it.  

Any attempts to control and manipulate Him are quite feeble.  As is 
getting  Him  to  do  your  bidding.  Emotional  blackmail  has  an 
orphan heart at the centre of it and inwardly we are accusing Him 
of not caring enough. 

His ways are not like our ways and His thoughts are not like our 
thoughts  but  He wants  our  thoughts  to  be  the  same as  His,  He 
wants our ways to be like His.  That's  His plan,  that’s  the whole 
point. If your faith is based on someone else's experience then your 
relationship  with  Him  will  be  based  on  their  revelation  and 
understanding. This is not what He wants for you. Put your trust, 
not someone else's experience, in Him. Your faith in Him is between 
you and Him alone,  not between you and the church. 



#16 Water, water everywhere
"You have the Holy Spirit's DNA"

You are not to be a pit of despair but a well-spring of joy. It will well 
up within you and be the spring of life, to you and for others. A 
spring occurs naturally and requires no digging but the well has to 
be dug out. One is given to you and the other you have to pursue. 
The spring is for your personal benefit, the well is for the benefit of 
others.  The  source  of  the  water  is  the  same  in  both  cases.  His 
promise is for both. One will be provided for you through His faith, 
the other you will get through using your faith. 

There is the doing and there is the receiving. He provides the water 
for the spring and the water for the well. One is on the surface and 
is  obvious and the other  is  hidden in the ground and has to  be 
found,  you keep digging until  you reach the water table.  So the 
onus is on you to keep going until you reach it. It may be near the 
surface or a bit further down. If you want to be refreshed then a 
spring is all you need but if you want to refresh others then you 
need to dig the well and to bring the water up to the surface. 

The Bible uses the different forms of water as a metaphor for the 
spiritual realm. As you spend time with Him you store water like a 
reservoir behind the wall of a dam. The more you store, the more 
He increases your capacity to receive.  You think there is nothing 
happening because you can’t see it. This is not a true indication that  
nothing has or is happening, you just haven't seen it yet. 



Preparation  is  everything.  He  is  getting  you  ready.  To  be  more 
powerful and to be better equipped for the long haul. It is tempting 
to  test  things  out  straight  away  especially  if  there  is  a  sense  of 
urgency but those who wait on the Lord are the ones that have their 
strength renewed. Your strength needs to be renewed just as much 
as you want to be used by Him. It is better to act with a full tank 
than to be running on empty all the time.

The Bible talks about streams of living water.  This stream comes 
from your innermost being. If you clear out the debris it will flow 
freely. You are the evidence of that stream. It doesn't come to you 
but from within you. He has put the source within you and it will 
flow out from you and refresh others. He lives in you by His Holy 
Spirit and you have His DNA. You also have access to His wisdom 
because you have the mind of Christ. You have the resources and 
the nature to be all that He intended you to be. Everything He does 
is to strengthen you and everything He says is to encourage you. 

But  as  the  Apostle  Paul  says  ‘who  cut  in  on  you?’  Who  is 
preventing you from your destiny? It is up to you to get rid of every 
hinderance. It is your choice to remove every bit of rubbish. So that 
you can receive all that He has for you and be all that He intended 
you to be. The world deserves to see the best of you. 



#17 Love and creativity
"your experience hasn't lived up to your expectation" 

If  God  is  for  you  who  is  against  you?  Well  clearly  someone  or 
something is conspiring to keep you from knowing the truth. You 
may think your church leader is the problem, you may blame the 
denomination or you may think that it is all your fault and blame 
yourself. You may even feel a little let down by God, even though, 
deep down you believe that He is for you 100%. Mostly it is just 
that your experience hasn't lived up to your expectation. 

The reality is that you have a well disguised adversary or enemy, 
the devil. He knows about you and wants to stop you. You are at 
the centre of the battle that is trying to destroy you and rob God of 
His joy and His glory, the enemy will use everything and anything, 
small or big, incidental or deeply traumatic to keep you from the 
truth. The enemy is quite happy for you to miss it by an inch or a 
mile and all he wants to do is get back at God through making you 
deeply unhappy and plant seeds of discontent in your relationship 
with Him. 

Before you panic or become fearful, the focus must be on Him and 
Him alone. You do not give the enemy the time of day, you give 
God all your attention and all your affection, He has already won 
the battle over you. The enemy has nothing good, healthy or even 
true to say to you so don't listen to those lies. Listen to The Truth, 
Jesus through His Holy Spirit.  



So stop beating yourself up, stop blaming the church and stop being 
frustrated with God. It is time for action and He will help you, the 
choice is always yours. You may feel that you have never had the 
opportunities that others have had, it may seem very unfair but that 
is simply not true no matter how much you feel that. 



#18 Solutions not problems
"Not difficult just looks impossible"

You may feel that you never really had a deep relationship with 
Him. Here is your lucky day, you can start right now. There are no 
excuse, you have an opportunity to be loved and to love. The works 
of the enemy are often not obvious. They can be hidden and they 
can be subtle. Manipulating people’s feelings and emotions, causing 
them to doubt. Remember people are not the enemy. They are more 
likely to be victims. However many choose to do what they do and 
ultimately they will be judged. They will have to give an account. 
That is not your job. Your job is to love.

He has solutions for every problem. One of those solutions might be 
to walk away from something or leave it alone. You have to avoid 
trying to do His work for Him. Don’t get drawn into something that 
you were never asked to do. He wants you to learn and to listen. To 
do what He asks. To trust Him is to obey Him. To trust Him that He 
actually knows what He is doing even if you feel that He doesn’t. 
This kind of obedience is key because most of the time we have 
little or no understanding of the supernatural realm. He does. 

It is critical that we trust Him and not go off on our own into things 
we  really  don’t  understand.  The  temptation  is  to  try  to  fix 
everything ourselves. Remember He asks you to follow Him not the 
other way round. He won’t traipse around after you trying to fix 
everything. 



You can be a source of blessing even when everything is crashing in 
around you, He chooses you to be an expression of His love and 
creativity. So let Him show you how, it is not difficult it just looks 
impossible. He will find a way that will bring the very best of Him 
out of you so that the world will know that He lives in you. Open 
the  door  of  your  heart  to  Him.  Let  your  creative  ability  be 
influenced by Him. You never know where that will take you.



#19 Two trees
"He really doesn't share your pessimism"

For you to have ‘free will’ there has to be a choice. Good and not so 
good. You are free to make whatever choices you want.  When He 
offers you life, abundant and eternal here and now He means it. It is 
a choice He gives you. So why would anyone reject such an offer? 
His offer is on His terms and it feels as if you are abandoning your 
free will. The reality is that you get more choice and better choices. 

You are surrendering our free will by submitting to His will but He 
never steals it from you and you can always take it back if you so 
choose. The enemy blinds people to the truth by hiding the benefits 
of His kingdom and will lie through his teeth to stop anyone taking 
His choice. He put two trees in the garden so you always have that 
choice, all He asks is that you choose the best one. If you remember 
that freedom always requires a choice and He values your freedom 
more than anything. He will never take the other tree away. He will 
always give you that choice. 

There is nothing impossible in His eyes, for Him and for you. If you 
feel that there is no way forward He doesn't share your pessimism! 
All He can see is an infinite number of solutions. The enemy cannot 
think as fast as God nor can the enemy thwart you when you decide 
to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. You have more authority 
and power than the enemy.  Use it but only in the context of living 
free. Don't go after the devil. Go after God, focus on Him. Focus on 
Him the source of your solution not the cause of the problem.



#20 Don't hold back
"He loves it when you give Him your affection"

What is meant to flow out of you comes from a heavenly source. It 
will never dry up, it is continuous and never ending. It is His very 
essence flowing out of you, it is His nature. His love and His heart 
and flows from deep within you. Draw from His well and draw 
deep. You have infinite supply of life giving water. Give to people 
what He has given you to give to them. You are the first person to 
be  refreshed.  Keep  yourself  well  watered  for  that  is  your 
responsibility  and your  immediate  priority.  If  you don't  manage 
yourself well you are hardly going to be in a position to help others. 

You will get greater revelation as you draw from Him. Your spirit 
becomes more receptive and has a greater capacity to receive. As 
you may know the body needs water to stay hydrated and to digest 
food. So your spirits need a continuously flow of fresh revelation to 
understand  His  word  to  you.  These  may  seem  like  mixed 
metaphors  but  they  are  realities  of  the  same thing,  you may be 
wondering 'do I go after something?' or 'do I rest in Him and wait?', 
the answer is both, at the same time! Resting is actively seek Him, it 
is not the absence of work, effort or discipline. Rest is a discipline all 
of its own. 

But He is also taking you to the spring, clearing away the rubbish, 
the brambles, the barbed wire and the rubble to reveal a brand new 
spring of clear water right at the centre of your heart. In that place 



He will give you revelation that is both strategic and beautiful. He 
will reveal hidden plans to you, it will change the way you look at 
His bride, the church. You will  receive wisdom and insight from 
Him, you will  appreciate His heart and His attitude towards the 
church and realise the sheer depth of His love. He will trust you 
with that  which is  very precious to  Him,  He will  expect  you to 
handle it very carefully, you may have to hold it and wait, so do not 
assume that you are to act immediately, ask and wait. 

At the same time don't hesitate when He says go. He is relying on 
you to draw from the two water sources. He wants you to draw 
from  the  original  source  and  not  rely  on  buying  bottled  water 
which is second hand revelation. See where His Spirit  is moving 
and follow that. Go where He is going, do what He is doing, and 
say what you hear Him saying. You call yourself a follower of Jesus, 
not a follower of ideas, theology or doctrine. His Holy Spirit is with 
you to intercede for you, to encourage you and talk with you. He 
won't  strive with you,  force himself  on you nor impose Himself 
upon you. He loves it when you give Him your affection, it is what 
He came for, for you.



#21 God chasers
"He is going to teach you to fly"

He is bringing to completion His desire for the world to know His 
love. Since He created the earth and the heavens He has longed to 
see the fruit of His labour. He yearns for deep intimate fellowship 
with His creation. It is the deepest desire of His heart. He wants to 
bring people to their perfection, to receive and live in His perfect 
joy. Everything He does is to bring that to pass, and everything the 
enemy does is to undermine it. Quite simply you are at the centre of 
a battle. The enemy hates God, but because he is no match for Him, 
he  turns  and  attacks  the  one  thing  that  He  cherish  more  than 
anything and that is you. The enemy tries to turn you away from 
Him, distorting the truth about His nature. 

Any  pain  you  experience  now  is  not,  and  never  has  been,  His 
punishment nor is it a callous indifference. He is so keen to have 
you whole. He is willing to be misunderstood by some in order to 
achieve  that.  That  is  the  extent  of  His  pure  love.  Rest  assured, 
whatever emotions or hardship you are going through it  is  only 
temporary, it will soon pass and you will reap such a harvest if you 
don't give up. He is preparing you for good works, works that will 
last and stand the test of time. If His very nature is joy then that is 
also your nature. All He wants from you is to change your thinking 
to release that joy. This is the process He is taking you through and 
He is doing it with you, not to you. Know this, He loves you, He 
hasn't forgotten you and cares about you deeply. 



The outcome is that people will be blessed because of you. So start 
seeing  yourself  having  a  significant  role  in  blessing  others.  He 
purposed for you to be that person, a person of hope and it is what 
the world is crying out for. You will need His wisdom to navigate 
through  the  process  that  He  is  taking  you  through.  If  you 
understand the purpose it will help to bring about the change and 
transformation that is needed. In Him you will find that it will have 
meaning.  Be  strong  but  be  strong  in  His  strength.  There  is  a 
difference. He has given you His Holy Spirit. Talk to Him and ask 
Him to help. Ask Him to explain what you don't understand. Ask 
Him to reveal what you can’t see. In all this be prepared for some 
mystery. You can't know or understand everything otherwise you 
would be God (which you are clearly not). 

Remove all  other distractions,  crutches and supports because the 
Holy Spirit will be all that you need. He knows how to make sense 
of  everything  even  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  uncertainty  and 
confusion. He will direct you to truth and wisdom because He is 
Truth and Wisdom. 

He is going to teach you to fly, to soar above the clouds. It is like the 
bird that takes its maiden flight, He is preparing you but you have 
to  take  that  step  of  trust  and  believe  in  Him,  putting  your 
confidence in Him. You are is a 'God Chaser'. You are hungry for a 
genuine relationship with Him. You are hungry for the real God not 
one created in man's image. Don't stop keep seeking His face.



#22 Joy and Happiness
"His angels watch over you"

His joy knows no bounds, so you can't expect too much. He rejoices 
over you. His love is limitless, so don't limit His ability to express it 
in you and through you. The only way to see what He can and will 
do is to put yourself at His mercy. To place yourself in His hands, 
whatever that looks like for you. Run with Him, walk with Him, 
talk with Him and let  your times with Him be a pleasure not a 
chore. 

His longing for you comes from the deepest parts of His heart. It 
gives Him the greatest pleasure when you turn to Him, when you 
gaze into His face. Don't be afraid to make eye contact with Him, 
look into His face and you will see only love . 

If you are weary let Him refresh you. He wants to walk and talk 
with you as if you were Adam in the garden. He is so close to you, 
He has never left you, not even for a second, not even in the darkest 
moments. His angels watch over you. They look after you far more 
than you realise. 

He is passionate about His people He wants you to draw near to 
Him so that you may be healed and find rest for your soul. When 
you experience it you can tell others and help them to experience it 
for themselves. If you think all this sounds selfish or self-indulgent 
then have this as your motivation - you can’t give away what you 
haven’t got. So go and get what He has for you so that you will 
have more than enough to share.  



#23 Sacrifice
"You cannot earn it nor work for it"

Be prepared in season and out of season. He is looking for a people 
who are willing to take on the task of bringing true freedom to this 
world.  Freedom  from  a  dependency  on  entertainment, 
relationships,  drugs  and  other  pleasures  and  in  their  place  to 
experience  the  very  heart  of  His  love.  All  those  things  bring 
temporary satisfaction but He has so much more, something much 
greater. 

He has pleasures that will outshine anything the world can create. 
The  world's  pleasures  will  bite  back  and  demand  payment  but 
everything He has to offer is free and always a blessing, it has been 
paid for. In Him is fulness of joy. If you buy a lottery ticket for £1 
and were guaranteed to win £1million would you see that £1 as a 
sacrifice? I don't think you would somehow.

Unbelief makes a risk seem like a sacrifice, but if you do something 
out of love, there is no sacrifice, it is just love. He is jealous for the 
affection of His people. He is jealous for you, for your attention, for 
your devotion, for your heart and your love. He simply asks you to 
remove those things that would otherwise fill your life. It doesn't 
mean that you can't  have those things but rather that they don't 
have you. Don't deprive God of what He enjoys doing, which is, to 
bless the socks off you. 



Some people build a doctrine out of giving, thinking that if  they 
give sacrificially He will give abundantly to them. This is an orphan 
mentality, He is the One who gives to those who do not deserve it, 
recognising  that  they  cannot  earn  it  nor  work  for  it.  He  wants 
everyone to be like Him and be generous givers. Just don’t think 
you have to earn His kindness and goodness.  What He gives to 
you, give away, share with others. Guard your heart, keep it tender, 
watch your thoughts, keep them pure and be humble. You can only 
give from what you have,  and He is  increasing your capacity to 
receive even more.



#24 Love will keep us together
"You can't be a Christian without The Holy Spirit"

His love never stops flowing towards you, He loves you with such 
an intense love that you cannot even begin to comprehend it. He 
can do nothing else but think about you and try to persuade you to 
think differently about yourself. 

He is  subject  to His love,  He is  bound by it  and His love never 
falters. He never turns His face away from you even when you turn 
yours away from Him. Believe it or not He is not disappointed in 
you,  He  knows  you  too  well  for  that.  If  you  are  willing  to  co-
operate He will bring to completion what He made you to be. It 
grieves Him when you don't love or appreciate yourself, you are 
His gift to you, you are going to struggle to love people if you don't 
even love yourself. 

You have an offer of help every minute of every day from the Holy 
Spirit. He is doing a work in you so that He can work through you. 
Whatever  your  perceptions  about  the  Holy Spirit  is,  He is  more 
than a manifestation. He is the Spirit of the living God and can be 
trusted just the same as the Father or Jesus. There is no division or 
difference between them. They are separate and yet one, distinct yet 
complete. 

The problem is we cannot fully appreciate what that really looks 
like. That is a mystery we will spend eternity trying to understand. 
Suffice to say that the Holy Spirit is God and He is so very good. 



Don't ignore Him who was sent to help you. Jesus told us to expect 
Him and cooperate with Him, so don't ignore what He said.  

You couldn't exist as a christian without Him and neither can you  
live a second of your christian life independently from Him. You 
may acknowledge that The Holy Spirit lives in you, so what is the 
problem? 

The  problem is  that  life  in  The  Spirit  is  portrayed so  poorly  by 
many  believers  and  popular  theology.  The  truth  about  Him has 
been distorted, swinging from one extreme to another. People are 
often more afraid of  the  demonic  than willing to  trust  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

So they play safe,  lump all  the supernatural  ‘stuff’  together  and 
reject the fanciful notion. People mentally reject anything that they 
cannot explain logically and anything that  is  not  within the safe 
parameters  of  their  experience.  We accept  Jesus  as  a  person.  We 
accept God as our Father but  with the Holy Spirit  we can often 
struggle. 

The concept of a Spiritual Being (He is not a concept but you know 
what I mean) is hard for our minds to come to terms with. It goes 
beyond the rational, as if there is anything rational about the gospel 
(just think about it for a moment) and the simplest solution is to 
ignore the issue and ignore the relevance of the Holy Spirt in our 
lives. Thus He often remains a mystery.



#25 All for a very good reason
"He introduces Himself in three persons"

What more could you possible ever want but an interaction with 
The Holy Spirit? Yet many people feel very unsure and you may be 
one of them. Think of the Holy Spirit in this way He is the Spirit of 
Love, Peace, Joy and Righteousness. 

The idea of being led by a spirit troubles some people. They feel it is 
too vague and open to people's own interpretation and experience 
and yet there is nothing more real and solid and 'concrete' than the 
Holy Spirit. He has helped you in so many ways, He is the one who 
inspires the Word of God for starters. 

Allow the Holy Spirit  to help you navigate yourself  through the 
Bible, ask Him to explain and reveal the very heart of God behind 
the words you read. The Bible is all about God's relationship with 
us,  you and the world.  You will  find God in every page and on 
every word in the Bible and but it isn't meant to replace Him or 
replace the Holy Spirit. 

The Bible is open to man's interpretation, even the translators can't 
always  agree.  The  translations  can  often  differ  considerably,  but 
God seems able to work with that problem. It is so important that 
you develop a good, strong relationship with the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy  Spirit  doesn't  change,  He  definitely  isn't  open  to  man's 
interpretation but how we interact with Him will vary considerably 
from one person to another. It is not up to you to decide how that 



will look. It is an individual and unique relationship. The same way 
children from the same family will  interact  differently with their 
parents even though the parents love each child equally. They (the 
parents) will respond to each child as an individual depending on 
their age, personality, character and other factors. They may love 
them equally but won't treat them the same. 

He is the same God, the same Holy Spirit and the same Jesus to all 
of  us.  We  can  have  this  individualised  relationship  with  Him 
because He is God not a man. Jesus walked as a man on this planet 
but He hasn't stayed on this planet as a man.

God introduces Himself in three dimensions. Three persons of the 
trinity. It is for a very good reason but we are not entirely sure what 
that reason is. One thing is certain this is not a random act. There is 
a lot of mystery surrounding the work Holy Spirit. He is by very 
nature  difficult  to  explain.  We like  having concrete  answers.  We 
love to categorise and define. 

Unfortunately (or fortunately)  The Holy Spirit  cannot be defined 
because He is meant to be experienced not just talked about. People 
often try  to  describe  Him as  either  a  person,  a  thing or  a  force.  
There are so many questions that people don’t ask or if they ask 
they don't bother to wait for a reply. Try it, ask Him, it would be 
very interesting to see what answers you get.
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