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A word of encouragement

Discover  the  most  wonderful  relationship  with  the  living  God. 
What He is really like? What does He thinks about you? As you go 
through this book let Him reveal His heart for you. It is better than 
you could ever possibly imagine. Spend time with Him. Read His 
word. Soak in His Presence. Talk to Him. Ask Him questions. Turn 
your affection towards Him. As you do this on a daily basis you 
will find yourself serving His purposes for you.  



#1 His image
"experiences, strangely enough, have to be experienced"

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit and we are in danger of replacing Him 
with  a  book  and  a  set  of  rules,  regulations  and  principles.  The 
question is, if you are not listening to the Holy Spirit then who or 
what are you listening to? 

How  you  hear  and  what  you  choose  to  listen  to  is  your 
responsibility. You read the Bible to learn about God and He speaks 
to you very clearly through it, but there is more, much more. You 
are to  pursue Him through developing a  relationship with Him. 
Just like Jesus saw what the Father was doing and heard what the 
Father was saying, and followed His lead. It was a dynamic, living 
relationship with His Father in Heaven. You too can create such an 
intimate, living, relationship. 

Jesus quoted scripture yet came to bring a better covenant because 
He was bringing a connection with God that was more than words 
on a page. For God is more than a book. When the relationship with 
Him  gets  intimate  and  personal  you  get  to  know  what  He  is 
thinking and what is on His heart. Both His Word and His Spirit 
helps  you  to  understand Him better.  He  provides  everything  to 
help you understand yourself and gives you a fighting chance to 
understand and help the world around you. 

Although we are meant to experience Him and His blessings there 
are  times  when perseverance  and endurance  is  required.  This  is 



necessary when there seems to be little immediate evidence of an 
answer. This delay may seem like an eternity, it could take minutes, 
days,  weeks  which  can  run  into  months  and  years  but  patient 
endurance is needed. You can't just conjure up an experience and 
you  can't  learn  patience  from  a  book.  Experiences,  strangely 
enough, have to be experienced. 

What you would like to happen quickly and immediately may take 
longer  than  you  would  like.  This  often  leads  to  feelings  of 
disappointment and frustration.  Disappointment attacks the very 
foundation of hope and this undermines your faith because faith is 
built on hope, they work in unison, you need both. 

If you can gain some encouragement from someone else's testimony  
grab it with both hands, and take it for yourself, you are allowed to 
do  that.  If  someone  gets  a  prophetic  word  or  a  word  of 
encouragement and you want it, take it for yourself. It is legal to do 
that. So if you hear with your own ears. In all things check it with 
the Holy Spirit and then mix it with stubborn faith.



#2 Diversity not uniformity
"You daren't take your eyes off Him for a moment"

You know in your heart of hearts what His desire for you is. It is 
your mind that tries to reason it out. It will often make no sense. 
Your mind is not the enemy. It is meant to be your ally. It just needs 
a bit of renewing. 

This process can get a little unsettling as you shift your thinking 
pattern.  To do this  you change what you believe about yourself. 
Even those deeply held beliefs. Give yourself permission to adopt a 
completely new mindset. Based on what He says to you.  It is is not 
easy. Probably the toughest thing you will ever have to do but it 
will be worth it.

Don't take your eyes off Him for a moment, you never know what 
He is going to say or do. He was not made in your image, you were 
made in His. You have some of His attributes, and characteristics 
built into you and you have all of His DNA. You are fully His. 

In a family every child is different, you are meant to be different, to 
behave differently, to have different dreams and so on. So it is in the 
church which is His family. The great thing is God celebrates all the 
diversity in His creation and that includes you. He doesn't see it as 
a  problem  that  needs  fixing.  Don't  allow  yourself  to  be  easily 
offended at someone else or by someone else. It may be that it is 
your heart attitude that has to change. 



You are  uniquely different  from everyone else  and vice  versa.  It 
would be very boring if everyone was just like you, although life 
maybe easier... there again maybe not! There is nothing you need to 
conform to except His likeness and He is more than happy to show 
you what that looks like on you. 



#3 A different light
"He wants your attention"

Make prayer an adventure. He knows exactly what you need long 
before you ask. He knows what you are thinking even before you 
utter a word. You can never take Him by surprise. So make your 
prayer-times  count,  don’t  spend  all  your  time  telling  Him 
everything He already knows. He wants a dialogue with you. He 
wants you to ask questions and listen to what  He has to say in 
response. 

A command from God is more than a loud instructions. They are 
announcements and pronouncements. He is declaring His heart and 
what He sees over you. This is a good thing because His word is 
final  and He  is  always  right.  He  loves  you to  bits  and you are 
usually in bits after you experience His love. 

Time is  precious  and you don't  want  to  waste  it.  As  you know 
watching TV is not a sin nor is reading novels evil but we do waste 
so much time watching, reading or listening to stuff which has no 
eternal value. 

They give you pleasure which is fine but if that is all you feed on 
you are going to be eating quite an unhealthy diet.  Whatever you 
spend your leisure time doing He wants it  to be a blessing.  But 
more than anything He wants you to spend your time with Him. 
He wants your full attention and He wants all your affection. That 
has demands on your time and implications on what you do with it. 



Going to church on a Sunday. Attending a mid week meeting once 
in a while. Taking part occasionally in an outreach or even reading a 
bit of your bible every day is not the basis for a relationship with 
Him.  He doesn't want your attendance He wants your attention.  

Talking to Him can be a dangerous business, I mean dangerous in a 
good way. Unexpected things can happen and usually do. He will 
put you through the mill to refine you. He will take you at your 
word so be careful what you say. 

You will never be the same again. When He gives you answers you 
may be surprised even shocked by what He says. This is because 
He sees things so differently to you.  That  includes how you see 
yourself. 

The world around you starts to make more sense when He shows 
you what He sees. He talks about what is important to Him which 
should be important  to you.  Take His words seriously,  you only 
have  one  shot  at  life.  When  your  perspective  changes,  don't  be 
surprised if  you see  people  in  a  totally  different  light.  Everyone 
needs a love like His not just you, don’t keep it hidden under the 
bed.



#4 Higher thoughts
"He wants our thoughts to be like His thoughts"

He sees you in a better light than you do. Yes, He really does. If it 
seems 'too good to be true' it probably is true. Unfortunately that is 
often not the way we see things. It is always your choice to be either 
the  optimistic  or  pessimistic.  He is  always optimistic  about  you. 
This doesn't  mean that everything is  always going to be easy as  
you well know but never lose hope. 

He never does anything to crush your hope but He has the right to 
refine it. He is keen to turn it into actionable faith. If you find your 
hope failing, don't give up, hang in there, turn to Him. He always 
has the best thoughts for you and about you. 

Why would God do anything to hurt  you or cause you pain? It 
doesn't  make  any  sense.  Does  He  take  pleasure  in  seeing  you 
suffer?  Of  course  not.  He  understands  when  you  doubt,  get 
discouraged - so tell Him about it, tell Him how you feel but don't, 
whatever you do, turn away from Him. He is hope. He is your only 
hope. Don’t wallow in self-pity. 

The  Bible  isn't  God  in  written  form.  However  it  expresses  His 
nature beautifully.  Those verses that  you quote aren't  soundbites 
they are living Words that you are meant to embody. Find one that 
has made you think. Take it to Him, ask Him about it, use it as a 
starting point to dialogue with Him. He knows what is going on 
with you and what you are going through. He is never shocked, 



surprised or disappointed. He isn’t interested in making you feel 
better, He wants to make you better. 

Every child has some genetic characteristic of their parents and in 
the  same  way  you  are  also  genetically  linked  to  our  Heavenly 
Father. So it is the most natural thing in the world to be like Him. 

We choose not to be like Him. We choose to be like other people or 
conform to some cultural expectation. He wants you to be you, the 
real you, the one that He created you to be. The one He needs you 
to be you, the best you are meant to be. 

Believing anything less than His best for you is like reading a book 
with pages missing. The story makes no sense. Ever wondered why 
you feel confused about your identity or your destiny and struggle 
to  understand  yourself?  Let  Him  fill  in  the  gaps.  He  has  the 
original. 

His thoughts are higher than yours and His ways are also higher 
than  yours.  He  wasn't  saying  that  to  criticise  you  but  rather 
understand that your thoughts should become like His and your 
ways become like His. 

We have to do the changing. Only one of us can be right and it 
probably isn’t God.



#5 Your mind
"Just because you don't have grid for it"

Your mind is not your enemy, it is a gift from God. Your mind is 
designed  to  be  wonderfully  creative  and  powerful.  What  He 
created  has  no  equal  in  the  universe,  however,  it  is  often 
misunderstood. The mind is not the enemy of the spirit as I used to 
believe, far from it, your mind and your spirit work in tandem with 
the Holy Spirit. 

A person is made up of mind (soul, emotions and feelings), body 
and  spirit.  They  are  interconnected  and  interdependent,  one 
influences  the other.  The heart  of  a  person is  the sum of  all  the 
separate elements,  it  can be described as your motivation,  drive, 
ambition or desire. The question is who or what have you put in the 
driving seat, who is driving you, your ambition or Jesus.

Having the mind of Christ means you are able to have His thoughts 
and see things His way. To renew your thinking is to change your 
thinking to reflect His. When He reveals truths about you it is easy 
to reject them simply because they don't measure up with what you 
understand about yourself. Just because you don't have grid for it 
doesn't mean it isn't true or won't happen. 

A renewed mind, by definition, has the ability to adopt new ideas 
and concepts. Just quoting scripture at yourself is not always going 
to work but is a starting point. To apply the scriptures to yourself 
requires the help of The Holy Spirit. Just remember the devil quoted 
scriptures at Jesus. The Holy Spirit is there to help you understand 



what the scriptures mean to you and your situation. He will help 
you  apply  them.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  not  just  a  mobile  Bible 
commentary. He is the Spirit of God, the very essence and nature of 
God Himself.  



#6 There must be a leak
"He will fill your mind with thoughts of hope"

God's desire is that everything should be done from a position of 
joy and hope. This joy is how you should tackle every problem and 
challenge. Joy creates the environment for hope to thrive. 

This is  the kind of joy that doesn't  require superhuman effort.  It 
comes from every cell of your being. Jesus doesn't want your life to 
be  unbearable,  He  came  to  give  you  life  and  life  in  all  it’s 
abundance. If that is not how you are feeling He doesn’t condemn 
you. 

Don’t pretend that everything is OK when it clearly isn't. There is 
always something you can do about it. The best thing to do is go to 
Him and be completely honest. Don’t be afraid to ask God some 
hard questions just be prepared for some real answers. King David 
bared his soul and expressed how he felt without fear of rejection or 
condemnation and God loved him for it, and He will love you for it 
if you do the same.

If hope seems to ebb away from you then there must be holes or a 
leak somewhere, find where the holes are and with His help plug 
them.  Don’t  haemorrhage  hope  and  think  that  is  normal,  I  can 
assure you it is not. Neither does He think it is acceptable to worry 
despite it being an acceptable social norm. Try not using the word 
‘worry’ in your speaking, ever.



Don't be afraid to ask Him why you feel like you do. Let Him show 
you what is at the root. That is very often all you need to know. You 
are not broken He is simply realigning you. He is being a father to 
you and a good one at  that.  Go to Him, run to Him, don't  hide 
yourself away. As He restored sight to the blind. He will also give 
you insight into what is happening and most importantly He will 
show you the steps you can take to do something about it. 

Asking  the  question  ‘Why?'  is  such  a  powerful  question  and  it 
doesn't  mean you are challenging God. It  simply means you are 
asking the question. Just sit at His feet and listen to Him. His words 
will be healing and health to you.

He will fill your mind with thoughts of hope and your heart will 
burn with passion and faith. You will be able to carry this hope to 
others and your faith will be inspirational. Be a hope giver by being 
full of hope. 



#7 Love is not two dimensional
"How does He feel about you?"

There are so many facets to love. So many expressions of it.  It is 
much more than just a feeling. If you attribute love just to a feeling 
then you will run into problems because your feelings are terribly 
unreliable. 

This is demonstrated when we base our love for someone on how 
they make us feel. The success of any relationship is then based on a 
very unreliable foundation that will not stand the test of time when 
difficulties come or your feelings change. 

This  applies  to  all  our  relationships.  It  is  also  applicable  to  our 
relationship with God. We don't tend to think about God like that 
but we are His bride and that speaks of an intimate relationship 
much like the marriage. A good question to ask yourself is how do 
you feel about God, really feel deep down. 

Take the pretence off, don't use religious jargon and be as honest as 
you can. Then ask yourself a similar question, how does He feel 
about you? You make think you should be asking Him but start 
with where you are at and work from there. Get rid of all pretence 
and as they say, get real.

Some questions to ask yourself
Do you love Him? 
Do you trust Him? 



Some questions to ask Him
How does He feel about you?
Is He disappointed or happy with you? 

Most of the time you will project your feelings about yourself onto 
Him  and  attribute  those  feelings  to  Him.  That  is  why  it  is  so 
important to listen to what He says about you. 

The chances are you may feel that you don't quite measure up to 
His expectations. The truth is you never will.  Partly because you 
will always raise the bar to make yourself fail, and partly because 
He is perfect and you are not. 

He knows He is perfectly holy and you are not. Yet He still wants 
you to draw close to Him. Go to Him even if you feel rotten. He 
accepts you if you go to Him humbly. Don't go beating yourself up 
as if that will impress Him, it doesn't.



#8 More than a Sunday
"He made you for love"

A  mother  may  struggle  with  her  children,  whether  it  is  their 
behaviour, their tantrums etc, but she never stops loving them. No 
matter how frustrated or exhausted she may feel. 

You may feel that God is frustrated or exasperated with you. Then 
you superimpose  your  feelings  on  Him and assume He has  the 
same feelings towards you. This is confirmed when He doesn't do 
what you want Him to do in the way you want Him to do it and 
when you want Him to do it. 

You may be disappointed or angry with yourself and assume God 
is feeling just the same way. But maybe He isn't. People mostly base 
their belief system on how they feel. Even build a wall of biblical 
doctrine  around  it  to  keep  themselves  safe  in  their  world.  The 
problem is  that  building theology or  doctrine  around something 
doesn’t mean it is true. God is constant and consistent, how we see 
Him is not. 

In  truth,  you need constant  fellowship,  interaction  and intimacy 
with Him otherwise you start to drift away on a sea of emotions 
and feelings. If you are not getting regular affirmation from other 
people you can easily build up a mental picture that God doesn't 
really care about you either. 



Left  unchecked  it  will  make  you  feel  alienated  from  Him  and 
others. You will struggle to trust in Him and trust others. That is 
why it is so important to practice listening to His voice all the time, 
everyday. If you are not listening to His voice, you will be listening 
to something, the question is, what or who are you listening to?

He made you for  love,  He made you out  of  love  and He loves 
loving you. You were meant for Him, to be His friend, to be close to 
Him. Sin broke that special relationship but now He is bring you 
back, healing your mind, body and spirit. 

It is no use dwelling on the past because that has gone, don't try to 
draw  conclusions  about  your  future  based  on  your  past 
experiences. See yourself as you should be but, more than that, see 
yourself  as you really are.  You are wonderfully made. He thinks 
you are  wonderful  even  if  you  cannot  see  it  fully  yet.  Let  Him 
reveal and introduce the real you to you. 

If you cannot get over the past you will keep on reliving it, staying 
chained to the post of failure or fading glory. The best way to be free 
is to see what He can do through you not what you haven't or can't 
do, don't end up being a figment of your own imagination. 

Things that seem to be set in stone or you have accepted that is the 
way you are can and will change if you give Him a chance to help 
you. You are the only one to decide whether you want to change 
and how much you are willing to change.  



#9 Abundant grace
"He loves imperfect people perfectly"

You cannot do anything without His grace. You either need Him or  
go it alone. It will be interesting how that turns out for you. You 
may already know. 

He has planned it from the beginning to be dependent on Him. This 
is a relationship. However in this partnership we are not equal. He 
is God we are His wonderful creation. He never force Himself on 
you. You always have a choice, you get to choose. There is always 
the  solo  option  and  with  grit  and  determination  you  can  make 
things happen. 

It it is just your own effort, at the end of the day you can say 'I did 
it'. But just think how much more you could achieve if you partner 
with Him. If you think He will be impressed with your effort He 
won't. No matter how successful you are. It will not survive the test 
of His fire. 

Following  Him  doesn't  mean  'nice'.  He  may  take  you  to  places 
where you are out of your depth. That may sound mean but He 
wants  you  to  know  that  He  can  be  trusted.  As  parents  we 
sometimes have to let our children fail. It is the only way for them 
to learn. We want them to know that we love them whether they 
succeed or not. Love is not dependant on your performance. You 
won't  learn  anything unless  you attempt  something out  of  your 
comfort zone. 



If  you  always  succeeded  you  are  learning  nothing  because  the 
chances are you are playing it safe. Keeping within your limits not 
His. He wants to grow you and He can only do that if you trust 
Him at all times and in every situation. 



#10 Just stop it
“When nothing seems to be happening”

For many the busier we are the better we feel. It makes us feel we 
are doing something constructive, but what are you constructing? 
We label a day either good or bad depending on how we feel at the 
end of it. Using this as our barometer is subjective and unreliable 
and yet we base so much on it. 

This is where it is good to turn to Him and ask Him His opinion. He 
is your true barometer and He is reliable and stable. He is the only 
constant in the universe and should be your anchor and reference 
point.  He  isn't  moody.  He  doesn't  have  good  days  and  bad 
days.However  He does  have  feelings  and emotions  but  He isn't 
ruled by them. 

To understand this turn all your thoughts to Him. Give Him your 
focussed attention no matter what is going on around you. This can 
be  easier  said  than  done.  You  will  need  to  be  determined  and 
disciplined. You have to want it and you have to do it. Nobody will 
do it for you. If you expect your church leader to do it for you then 
you are just being lazy. 

If  you get  a  bit  frustrated with  God sometimes  (admit  it,  I  do!) 
because nothing seems to be happening. As if He is at our beck and 
call.  There  seems  to  be  a  delay  or  a  lag  in  answers.  In  those 
instances we can get a little impatient and try to do His job for Him. 



My advice to you is simple, just 'stop it'. Find out what He has to 
say  about  the  matter.  Take  it  all  to  Him.  He  has  solutions  and 
answers to questions we haven’t even asked yet. 



#11 Drawing you closer
"Has He got all of you?"

People say that they want more of Him. For that to happen He will 
want access to more of you. He wants more of you. 

I suspect the cry of your heart is a greater intimacy with Him. You 
can't get more of Him. You already have all of Him. He is in you 
and you are in Him. You have access to all of Him but does He have 
access to all of you? I suspect it is a little one sided even if you think 
the problem is on God's side. He is not the one hiding. 

Give  Him  your  life  and  give  Him  your  heart.  Give  Him  your 
affection and your time. Give Him your energy and your ambitions. 
In  short  give  Him  everything.  Not  just  words  or  well  meaning 
platitudes. He is looking for the greatest gift of all, your heart. He 
wants more than a couple of hours of your time on a Sunday.

Any situation (good or bad in your terms) is either going to draw 
you closer to Him or drive you further away. It is not the situation 
that does that, it is your response or reaction to it. No matter how 
far you may feel you are from Him you are never actually very far 
away from Him at all. 

When you think you have put a good distance between you and 
Him you turn round and there He is. He doesn't stop you running 
away  but  you  waste  an  awful  lot  of  time  and  energy  getting 
nowhere very fast. 



It isn't so much that He chases after you, it is more a case of you 
can't  really escape Him. He just loves you too much to abandon 
you. He hasn't rejected you because of your choices but He always 
gives you the freedom to choose Him or not to choose Him. The 
choice is very simple, believe or not believe (even for believers).

He understands you. He really does. Stop thinking He doesn't. Stop 
trying to get Him to understand you. He gets you totally. He knows 
more about you than you ever will. It is important that you begin 
that process of understanding yourself and understanding Him. 

Even though He is perfect He loves imperfect people perfectly.  I 
know, I’m one of them. Surrender means to adopt His desires and 
His ambitions over yours. This is regardless of how much you want 
to do your own thing. You don't get to vote in this but you do get to 
participate. He will allow you to influence what it will look like and 
how it will happen. You are not a passive cog in the machine. He 
made you to be creative. 

His  desires  and  His  ambitions  are  perfect.  He  is  not  like  an 
overbearing parent who wants to live their dreams through their 
child. Yet He has a dream and it can only be realised through you.  



#12 Many dimensions
"what was a mystery suddenly makes sense"

You are more like Him than He is like you. He never has bad days.  
If God gets angry it is not directed at you. He doesn't take it out on 
you. He doesn't take it out on anyone. 

Don't  attribute human frailties and idiosyncrasies to God. Rather 
start attributing God's nature to you. He made you in His image not 
the other way round. If  the fruit  of  the Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace, 
patience,  kindness,  goodness,  faithfulness,  gentleness  and  self-
control, doesn't that also describe God's nature? We attribute many 
'negative' emotions to Him but it is a demonstration of the depth of 
His passion for this world not His anger at it. 

We live in a three dimensional world but there are other dimensions 
at  work.  You  may  feel  limited  by  what  you  can  realistically  be 
expected to do and achieve. You mark out your sphere of influence. 
You work and live within those boundaries. They are defined by 
what  you  believe.  Your  world  is  shaped  through  what  you 
understand about yourself  and what  you understand about God 
and the world around you. 

Influences and experiences build up over many years from the day 
you were  born till  today.  This  mental  picture  is  created through 
your experiences or what you have been told or learnt. 



Through processing all that information you try to make sense of 
everything that is happening around you or happened to you. 

The  impact  of  when  you  encounter  His  kingdom  changes 
everything.  You  become  acutely  aware  of  another  dimension,  a 
spiritual dimension. What made sense before doesn't anymore and 
what was a mystery suddenly makes sense. Your world around you 
looks different. You are in effect living a double life, one where you 
are  in  two  places  at  the  same  time.  What  we  then  try  to  do  is 
separate out the two realms in such a way that was never intended 
and impossible anyway. 

It is a lot to take in, that is why He sends His Holy Spirit to help 
you and guide you. Lean heavily on you. Allow Him to renew your 
thinking and understanding. Allow Him to do it on a daily basis. 



#13 Is He safe?
"There is nothing safe about following Jesus"

You may try to use the Bible as a manual or a self-help guide but it 
is really a love letter. You view His kingdom from the perspective of 
your worldview. You try to connect the two worlds as you try to 
combine them. This happens dramatically in the first few moments 
of becoming a christian. It is quite overwhelming as if woken up 
from a deep sleep. 

You almost instantly believe everything and anything is possible (if 
you have forgotten just listen to new believers talking). However, 
over time life in this realm starts to assert control and dominance. 
Hope can, for many be like air leaking out of a balloon. This was 
never meant to be and isn’t irreversible. 

You may hear a powerful testimony, read an inspiring book or be 
touched by an uplifting sermon.  However when you stretch out 
and grab it and bring it into your world it doesn't seem to fit. When 
that happens your world has to change, your thinking has to be 
renewed.  Your belief  system has to change.  Your mindset  has to 
change. Your attitude has to change and above all your heart has to 
change. Let God's kindness and love soften your heart. 

He doesn't just crash into your world. He wants you to follow Him 
into His. He wants you to enter His kingdom. To live in His realm 
under  His  kingship  not  just  make  His  kingdom  fit  your  world 
(which it won't). You have to realise which is the greater reality. The 



world your body lives in or the one your spirit lives in. One thing to 
realise is this physical realm was created by His heavenly realm. He 
simply spoke it into being. 

You cannot change His kingdom to suite you. You have to change. 
To  go  make  that  journey  and  leave  the  comfort  of  your  safe, 
carefully controlled, world. There is nothing 'safe' nor 'easy' about 
following Him but it is the best thing you will ever do. 

The spiritual realm is more real than this world. You were created to 
live in both. You were made for both. You are dovetailed perfectly 
to  know  and  live  in  the  spiritual  realm.  It  may  take  some 
adjustment but He has given His Holy Spirit it help us, ask Him if 
you are not sure. 



#14 An uncomfortable truth
"To know the difference you need to know The Truth"

Why not expand your world and your thinking? Don't give in to 
frustration, don't let it set in. Say 'yes' to the invitation to His world. 
Both worlds exist in the same place and at the same time. To get our 
minds around this idea we live in two realms at the same time we 
need the help and insight provided by the Holy Spirit. 

As you set about trying to understand this, you will discover the 
depth of His love and how it creates a whole new world available to 
you.  What  you  uncover  will  change  everything  and  it  won't 
necessarily be what you expected. 

His Holy Spirit and His grace enable you to believe and embrace 
ideas  about  God  that  are  sometimes  uncomfortable  and 
inconvenient. They don’t slot into any nice and neat category. They 
will be hard to explain but real enough to experience. It feels risky 
to step outside the familiar and the rational. Except it is actually the 
opposite. You are returning to where you were created from. When 
you have been there a while you will start to understand. 

You have to be aware that  the lies  of  the enemy are just  that,  a 
fabrication. They are based on half-truths, not The Truth. To know 
the difference you need to know The Truth and compare it. The is 
only one truth and it is personified in Jesus. To get to know Jesus 
you need the Holy Spirit. He is the Spirit of Truth. He is the Spirit of 
Jesus. 



The lies of the enemy are fed to you to keep you from knowing the 
truth and the reality of His presence. If you pursue Him and seek 
Him, guess what, you will find Him. To achieve that you need to be 
actively looking and actively listening. 

Being on the front line with Him is the safest place to be. It is where 
He  is  at  His  most  wonderful.  It  is  where  He  wants  you  to  be 
because that is where you are at your best.



#15 An easy ride
"He has complete confidence in you"

You are His special envoy, His ambassador. You have all the rights 
and privileges of His kingdom in this earthly realm. You represent 
all that is best about His kingdom. 

You are meant to influence this culture with the heavenly one. Don't 
settle for anything less. You are meant to represent the God of the 
Universe. To do the same works as Jesus did and to love like He did 
(and still does). It is a daily decision to keep pressing on towards 
the calling He has placed on your life. 

No matter  how tough or  how pointless  it  may feel  at  times His 
calling on your life has been written but it is not guaranteed. You 
have to do your bit to make it happen. You can't earn it but you do 
need to believe it to receive it. 

A present (or gift) is always yours but it only becomes a gift when 
you open it  and use it,  otherwise it  is  just  sitting in a  nice  box. 
Dedicate yourself to Him. Devote yourself to finding His will and 
pleasure. You will fulfil His destiny for you. Take the time to find 
out what He believes about you.  To your astonishment you will 
find that He believes in you. The question is do you know what He 
believe about you. Don't you want to know? 

You may be surprised to know that He has great confidence in you. 
With Him and in Him there are more reason for you to succeed than 



fail. If you believe with His faith your confidence can only grow. 
Everyone has been given a measure of faith, use it. 

One thing you can do is to rejoice with Him. Do this once and then 
do it again and again, continually and especially when you don’t 
feel like it. His grace and favour is like a seed and that seed grows 
best in an environment thankfulness. 

Ask  whatever  you  wish  but  remember  that  His  blessings  don't 
automatically mean a comfortable ride or an easier life. 

Be led by His Spirit at all times. There are many voices that demand 
your  attention  but  only  His  voice  is  going  to  lead  you  to  the 
abundant life promised you. It is yours and is waiting for you.



#16 The battle within
"The Holy Spirit knows everything"

When  the  Holy  Spirit  speaks  to  you  there  is  often  an  internal 
struggle. For what He says to you can be at odds with what you 
currently understand and have been led to believe. 

This is normal if not a little disconcerting. Don't panic, you will find 
that this will happen a lot. The tension it creates can be exhausting 
as  you  try  to  piece  it  all  together  and  make  sense  of  it.  He 
understands  that  and  the  very  fact  you  are  going  through  this 
process means you are taking it seriously. 

He is  not  trying to  confuse you,  rather  get  you to  ask the right 
questions. He is drawing you into this wonderful relationship with 
Him  and  He  is  daring  you  to  ask  those  difficult  questions. 
Provoking you to have a different thought.

What you believe is what you believe, so start there. He will take 
you from there  to  where  you are  going.  You may have  a  lot  of 
theology, lots of doctrines, principles and philosophies. At the end  
Jesus is perfect theology. It is interesting that even much of what 
Jesus says can be challenging to understand when He uses parables. 
They can be very cryptic. 

There is a reason for that. I suspect one of the reasons is so that you 
can’t rely on your intellect. It doesn’t mean your brain is redundant.



He has gives you the Holy Spirit who will help you to appreciate 
what He is saying. He speaks to you right now and as you read the 
scriptures. Even His disciples had to ask Him to explain what He 
meant, so you are in good company. 

Be comfortable when you don't know everything all the time. It can 
be frustrating, I know. The Holy Spirit knows everything and He is 
a  genius.  That  is  why I  cannot  stress  enough the  importance  of 
learning to hear Him clearly. Practice training yourself to be led by 
Him. It may take time to get it right but He is a good and patient 
teacher. Be kind to yourself in that process.  



#17 Our sixth sense
"Trust Him and trust in Him"

If  you  rely  on  a  combination  of  your  feelings,  experiences  and 
knowledge you are relying on something not altogether relaiable. 
God has to be your reality and your security. 

We have grown up with  our  five senses  and trained to  use  our 
intellects  to  process  that  information  through  experience  and 
experiment. We create an understanding of the world around us. If 
you limit yourself to what you currently understand then you are 
limiting yourself to the physical realm. The spiritual realm also has 
to  be experienced.  His  word helps us  to  take baby steps in that 
direction. Just because it doesn’t work out doesn’t mean it isn’t true. 
Just because a young child falls over doesn’t mean won’t or can’t 
walk. 

If you do not take God at His word then His hands are tied. He can 
do nothing to help you. Otherwise He would have to override your 
free will. He is your new reference point. You have a new way of 
seeing and experiencing through your spirit. This is now the true 
and complete you. Previously everything was a shadow no matter 
how real it may seem to you. 

Your brain is a brilliant processing machine. It was created by God 
just for that purpose but it has physical limitations. Sorry but your 
brain has. Even the Einsteins of this world know and understand 
very little compared to what He knows. Just imagine you can have 



access  to  information,  knowledge  and  understanding  more 
powerful than all the supercomputers put together. The Holy Spirit 
is the ultimate search engine. There isn't anything He doesn't know. 
So why not ask Him. He isn’t a machine, you can’t manipulate Him 
or control Him. He is the Spirit of the Living God. 



#18 The only true constant
“dovetailed just for you”

The Holy Spirit wants to live and dwell in you. He wants to help 
you  renew  your  thinking.  He  will  help  change  your  thought 
patterns. A bit of rewiring needs to take place. He can only show 
you if you are willing to listen and absorb what He says. You have 
an inbuilt  firewall  which filters  anything new through what you 
already know or believe to be true. 

To bring about a transformation in you He is going to need access to 
all areas of your life. Internally and externally.

He is your benchmark. The only true constant in the universe. As 
you listen to Him it becomes less about information and more about 
relationship. It is more about trusting Him and trusting in Him. 

You will also learn to trust yourself. That is the nature of faith. It 
looks like something. It is not theoretical. When you use your spirit 
together with your five senses you are starting to function as He 
intended. Your physical senses are there for purpose but they are 
only part of it. There is much more, so much more. 

Only through training yourself to hear and by acting on what He 
says will your confidence increase in Him and yourself increase. He 
is such a great teacher and you have just enrolled into His school of 
ministry with a curriculum that has been dovetailed just for you. 



He knows where you are at. What you need. Where you are going 
and how to get you there. How good is that!



#19 Power flows
"fully immersed in Him"

We  justify  what  we  believe  and  therefore  our  decisions  are 
justifiable.  We resist  change  especially  if  it  is  uncomfortable  but 
change is inevitable. Nothing stays the same. It is better to embrace 
it. When you meet Him everything changes. This is a good thing. 
Even if in the short term it looks less than appealing. 

Let Him be God to you in every situation. Always be completely 
humble. Allow Him to do a work of grace in your life. He will turn 
your upside down world the right way up.

Life  is  meant  to  be  lived  to  the  full.  That  means  being  fully 
immersed in Him. You then have a true perspective on life. Which 
means you can enjoy a wonderful and rich relationship with Him. 
Do not let anything come between you and God. Nothing now or 
ever.  Let  nothing tell  you that  you are missing out by following 
Jesus. Just be faithful to Him and you will experience heaven. 

For  heaven  is  here  and  now  and  not  some  distant  future.  Seek 
Him  more than you seek anything else. Let Him be your driving 
force. Let Him be your passion. 

Use your time wisely, get yourself ready. Watch and pray. The devil 
prowls  around  to  see  whom  he  can  devour.  If  you  stand  your 
ground and he will run away from you. Do you know why? It is 



because he sees who is standing behind you. Your confidence will 
grow exponentially when you realise who is with you. 

You have a measure of power and influence. Learn how to use it 
well for yourself and not forgetting to bless others. Whatever you 
are expecting don’t be disappointed. Do what He gives you to do. 
Do what is in front of you. The key is just doing what He asks you 
to do no matter how mundane or simple it may seem. 

When you do the simple things He asks you to do you are using 
that key. For when you turn the key. That is when the power flows. 
The key to success is the willingness to let  go of everything. No 
matter how dear it is to you. Let go and serve His purposes. 

When  you  do  this  you  will  receive  His  power  in  increasing 
measure. His life will overflow to many. It will be a torrent not a 
trickle. You will have an impact on everything and everyone. If that 
doesn't thrill you, what will?



#20 Live in it
"You are called to abundant life and power"

He will feed you from so many sources. Like a reservoir or lake is 
fed by many streams. So will you be. Strengthen yourself and allow 
all those streams to contribute to fill you. Be aware it takes time to 
fill up so be patient.   

What is the most important thing to you at this moment in time. If it 
isn't knowing Him and fellowship with Him what could possibly 
be more important. Without Him you are going to struggle in life.

Nothing  less  that  wholehearted  devotion  to  Him  is  what  is 
required.  Nothing  less  will  do.  Going  to  church  isn’t  enough. 
Reading  your  bible  everyday  isn’t  enough.  Saying  your  prayers 
isn’t enough. All those can become ritualistic and mechanical. They 
can be done without any love for Him. Love Him deeply first and 
then everything you do has purpose and meaning. 

In Him you will find love, joy and peace. All that Fruit of the Spirit 
is also in you waiting to ripen. It is waiting to be seen by others. 
That  is  the  real  you.  He  has  made  you into  a  mighty  reservoir. 
Capable  of  bringing  great  transformation  and  change  to  many. 
Demonstrating His power to a world bereft of real hope. 

If you think this is all about you it isn't. It is all about Him. Yet He 
talks as if He can’t do it without you. You can’t do anything without 
Him and He won’t do anything without you. You are indispensable. 



An abundant  life  full  of  powerful  hope.  That  is  the  life  you are 
called to. So live it. Live in it. As you are being transformed you will 
do all that is in His heart. You owe the world an encounter with 
Him. He is calling you and has called you. You might have missed 
the memo. 

This  is  no  small  matter.  He  wants  the  affection  of  your  heart. 
Worship is in spirit and in truth. His Spirit and The Truth. Twenty-
four hours a day and seven days a week. This requires so much 
more than an hour of singing on a Sunday. 

True worship comes from a renewed mind. You learn to be deeply 
loved and to love deeply. Unhindered by shame and guilt. He has 
the best for you and sees the best in you. 

Your journey begins now to find out what that looks like.



#21 You are perfect
"your job is simple, rejoice with Him"

You can't touch Him nor see Him and yet you love Him. How is it 
possible to believe in someone or something you can't see or touch? 

It is not meant to be a deep or philosophical question? It is intended 
to make you think. We take so much for granted that we never stop 
to reflect on what we believe or why believe it. The good thing is 
that He wants you to ask those sort of questions. He has wonderful 
life rich answers for you. He wants to bring you into a real and 
meaningful  relationship  with  Him.  He  has  made  you  to  be 
something wonderful. 

This  heavenly  creativity  hasn't  stopped even though we think it 
was finished a long time ago. What you see when you look in the 
mirror is not the finished article. You are becoming what you were 
all along. The finished article is with Him. Hidden in Him. He sees 
you standing before Him without spot or blemish. That is how He 
sees you. That is the you He talks to. He sees you perfect without 
any flaws. 

Your mind struggles to comprehend it. It is complete and yet it is 
still  in  process.  He  is  simply  transforming  you  into  what  you 
already are. It is up to you to allow that transformation. Don't resist 
it. It is the most natural thing in the world. You are becoming more 
and more like Him every day. That is a good thing.



That is why He says 'be perfect as I am perfect'. He asks you to be 
an 'imitator of God'. Why? Because that is who you really are. He 
doesn’t set you up to fail. That is not in His nature. You won’t fully 
appreciate it yet but you will. That is also why faith and trust is so 
important.  It  is  so  misunderstood.  It  is  not  the  faith  to  get 
something done. It is not the faith to receive a gift. 

The faith  He want  to  see  is  that  which brings  the  real  you into 
existence. That faith has already been given to you, to everyone. It is 
His  faith.  He wants  a  glorious  bride  not  an  army of  clones.  He 
created each of us to be different with unique qualities that are to 
benefit others. 

He is expressing Himself through the church. Through His beloved 
people and that is why He is so excited. He is so full of hope and 
joy because He knows what is to come. So your job is simple, rejoice 
with Him and make Him happy. 



#22 Do you love Him?
"You have something no-one can argue against"

Never give up hope. He is God. The creator of heaven and earth. 
Joy is one of His middle names. He rejoices over you. He doesn't 
struggle to like you. He doesn't have to think twice whether to bless 
you.  He  already  knows  you've  done  nothing  to  deserve  His 
goodness. 

He loves you because you are you. You are His child, His creation, 
His idea.  You cannot easily define it  nor measure it.  What He is 
doing in this transformational process is revealing the real you to 
you. Then part two is to reveal you to the world. Love, which is 
part of your original design and is part of your very being, is what 
you were made for. 

You don't need to work hard at loving people more but learn to be 
loved by Him. It will simply overflow from you to others. That is in 
your  heart  right  now.  That  is  what  He  wants  to  release  to  an 
unsuspecting  world.  Something  nobody  can  argue  against.  Be 
prepared  to  do  some  daring  acts  of  love.  They  might  look  like 
random acts of kindness. Don't wait till you feel like it. You don’t 
need to go on a mission trip. Start now, here, today. 

He knows that what you could be doing in the future would scare 
you if He told you everything now. He holds some of that back. He 
may give you a glimpse but He doesn’t want to scare you off. 



Be  prepared.  He  will  ask  searching  questions  of  you.  They  will 
expose the state of your heart. Not to condemn you but give you a 
glimpse  of  where  He  is  taking  you  next.  It  is  all  part  of  your 
planned upgrade. He doesn't do condemning. Why would He? For 
what purpose? What good would that do? God is better than that. 
Just respond in complete humility. Be humble before Him. Respond 
don’t react. 



#23 Don't be robbed
"When nothing has you any more then you are free"

Following the world and believing all its promises is likely to rob 
you of your inheritance. You can miss out on your inheritance if 
you do not know you had one in the first place. He created one 
before you were born. 

He does not allow challenges just to teach you a lesson. It is not a 
form  of  punishment.  It  is  part  of  the  transformational  process 
taking you to your inheritance. So embrace it. He is a good Father. 
He sees you as His child. A good Father would never exasperate his 
children. 

He wants you to know His goodness and boast about it. His favour 
rests  on you.  So don't  be  ashamed or  embarrassed when favour 
increases. Bask in it and enjoy it. If He is the God of Joy don't you 
think His children should be the most joyful people on the planet?

We  have  little  idea  about  the  amount  of  joy  He  gets  when  His 
children live fulfilled lives. It is not a sin to enjoy everything that 
life has to offer. Sometimes we think that the more we give up the 
more holy we are. There may be elements of truth there but it is not 
the whole picture. 

To claim your full inheritance will cost you everything. You get to 
win everything.  When nothing has you anymore you are free to 
enjoy  everything  He  has  for  you.  It  is  not  so  much  you  are 



becoming more holy (you already are made holy through Jesus) but 
rather you are receiving His holiness for He is your holiness. He is 
your righteousness. You can't make yourself more holy than He is 
but you can live more like Him. 

You  are  meant  to  be  a  follower  of  Jesus  in  every  way.  So  the 
scripture 'be holy as I am holy' is not just something to aim for but 
rather to be. Holiness is a virtue which He has passed on to you. 
You now have it. It is in your DNA. It is up to you to walk in it. 



#24 It is time
"men and women who are after His own heart"

Put childish things away and think with sober judgement. This isn't 
a game. It is about life and death. The choice is just surviving or 
abundant life. He wants you to chose the better one. 

He has created abundant life for all. It is time to get serious. To put 
away things that are not important. You are more than the sum of 
your pleasures. More than the total of your possessions. They may 
be good but don't let them fill your life. The question is, can you let 
go? Can you exchange your desires and ambitions for His passion 
and dream? The answer is yes. You can but only if you want that. 
He is looking for people who are willing to fulfil His dreams. 

The world wants answers. It needs help. People are desperate for 
the reality. Are you passionate enough to want people to know Him 
or do you apologise? His desire is that everyone knows Him and is 
known by Him. 

Who is going to show them how to get what they so desperately 
need? He wants you to show the true depth and extent of His love 
for  all  those  people  around you.  He  wants  to  communicate  His 
passion for them in a real and tangible way. You are just the person 
to do that. 

First step is worship, not mechanically or religiously. Nor is it just 
singing along to familiar songs. It is through thoroughly enjoying 



Him. You can’t enjoy Him if you don’t know Him and you won’t 
get to know Him if   you don’t  spend time with Him. You are a 
worshipper. That can be your job title. It is who and what you are.

Immerse yourself in Him. Live in His Presence. Read and meditate 
on His word. Fellowship with Him. Just allow everything He has 
for you to wash over you, soaking through you. 

You will find that learning to trust Him happens in real time. Your 
school room is your life. It is not a theory. It is life, every part of it. 
Family, work, pleasure, hobbies, all of it. He will allow challenges to 
come so you can get to know Him better. 

Don't be surprised if you go through difficulties, they are part of 
His cunning plan. He has given you all the fruit of the Spirit. One 
fruit, one Spirit. It is His intention that you enjoy all of that fruit. 
The world is waiting to see it. It is time to share what He has given 
you.

Seek Him out of a pure heart not for selfish gain. There is no place 
in His Kingdom for selfish ambition. If you want to know the truth, 
then go to Him who is Truth. You can know His Presence in every 
situation. You can walk with a sense of Him being there with you at 
all times. 

Know He is for you not against you. Surrender all your personal 
ambitions and desires if you truly want what He wants. He wants 
to  shepherd His  sheep and He can only do it  through men and 
women who are after His own heart.  



#25 A unique identity
"your identity is how He sees you"

Titles  and  positions  don't  impress  God.  Neither  does  how 
successful you have become. I suspect He won't be asking you how 
much money you earned or how big your house was. 

When you stand before Him you will give an account of how much 
you loved. It isn't a matter of how rich or poor. What will count is 
what you did with what you had. Your identity is  not based on 
what you can do or how much money you earn. Your identity is 
how He sees you.  

That means you can never compare yourself to anyone else. It is 
absolutely  pointless  and  unhelpful.  You  have  your  own  unique 
identity.  You  are  not  a  copy  or  a  clone.  You  were  born  with 
uniqueness. 

He will help you discover the real you and get the most out of the 
life He has given you. Pursue Him not a position. If you want to 
influence  people  then  do  it  under  His  anointing  and  with  His 
blessing. His power will be available and He will be your strength. 
Whatever it looks like do it His way. 

He will help and guide you every step of the way. This is not about 
age, experience or qualification but it is all about the quality of the 
relationship you have with Him. 



Many people return to old patterns of behaviour or lifestyles. They 
find a path that is easier. That path looks attractive, it looks wide 
and opportunistic. Yet it is severely limited and never lives up to 
expectations or promises. By contrast His path looks narrow and 
challenging and yet the promises He makes He can fulfil. He will 
keep His end of the bargain. The choice of path is yours.

Be ambitious go for limitless, choose His path. He has given you 
freedom to choose but that freedom will bring its own challenges. It 
is your decision how you are going to live and what path you are 
going to take. 

Many  talk  about  freedom  but  hide  behind  others.  Letting  them 
make the decisions for them. The Israelites in the desert were so 
used to  slavery they actually  wanted to  go back to  Egypt.  They 
complained that this new found freedom was too hard. That poor 
attitude  kept  them  from  entering  the  promised  land.  A whole 
generation had to be raised up who didn't know anything about 
slavery and had no desire to be enslaved. They looked forward to 
the promise to come. 

Although they had left Egypt, Egypt had never left them. It is time 
to  get  rid  of  whatever  pulls  you  back.  Get  rid  of  anything  that 
hinders you. Make a decision today to follow Him wherever He 
takes you without grumbling or complaining.



#26 Let Him
"You are going to be an inspiration to many"

When God speaks to you He may well have strong words for you 
but they are intended to bring you closer to Him not condemn you. 
At times, when He has told me off there was no condemnation in 
His voice. I just had a deep sense that He knew I was better than 
that. He didn't want me to miss out. 

Get to the place where you aren't performing for Him. But rather 
enjoying Him. Stop striving to get it right. Stop striving to create 
your own utopia. Just Stop It. Instead do what pleases Him. Give 
Him your time. Give Him your attention. Give your ears to hear 
what He has to say no matter what that looks like to you. 

For me, I sit and write down what He says as He says it but it will 
be different for you. Go to a place where you enjoy Him before you 
try to do anything for Him. Finding out what He is saying will save 
you a lot of time and heartache in the long run. It will change your 
life and change it for the good. Remember He just loves to spend 
time with you and talk to you. 

You may be one of those who sees all the faults. Your own and other 
people's.  This  may  well  get  you  very  frustrated.  You  may  be 
perplexed as  to  why they  behave  the  way they  do  and say  the 
things they say. You may be acutely aware but mystified as to why 
you behave the way you do. Understanding yourself can be very 



tricky but help is at hand. He knows you inside out. All you have to 
do is ask. 

Often you can discern the problem and you believe you have the 
solution. If only they would listen to you. My word to you is, stop 
trying to fix their problems. You have enough of your own to deal 
with. He is their solution. He may well call on you to be part of the 
solution or He may not. You may even be the problem. Just let Him 
be God in every situation. All you can do is be ready to be part of 
the solution. 

He wants you to bring His life to His church. Listen to the Holy 
Spirit,  He will  help  you and show you.  You are  going to  be  an 
inspiration to many. You will embody His heart, His love and His 
passion. The world is going to see what a great God you have. Just 
let Him do what He wants to do through you. He delights in you.



#27 In an instant
"You were born for such a time as this"

William  Booth  once  said...  "The  chief  danger  that  confronts  the 
coming  century  will  be  religion  without  the  Holy  Ghost, 
Christianity  without  Christ,  forgiveness  without  repentance, 
salvation  without  regeneration,  politics  without  God,  heaven 
without hell."

Don't let that become true. You are His ambassador to this world. 
whether  at  school,  at  home  or  at  work.  Whatever  your  role, 
function,  position  or  job  -  make  sure  you  know His  heart  right 
where you are each and every day. If  you are not sure ask Him. 
Wait until you hear, it is the single most important thing you can 
do,  He  is  waiting  for  you.  Keep asking,  keep  seeking  and keep 
knocking.

Give Him your all, your heart, your affection and your undivided 
attention.  When  it  gets  hard  keep  on  giving  to  Him,  keep  on 
yielding to Him. He said it  would be glorious.  He never said it 
would be  easy  but  it  will  be  worth  it  because  He thinks  you're 
worth it. 

It is so brilliant getting to know what Jesus is really like. He is more 
than a historical figure. More than a character in a book. More than 
a  religious  icon.  He  is  the  creator  of  heaven  and  earth  and  He 
knows you so well. The same person who spoke the universe into 
being is not embarrassed to call  you a friend. His ambition is to 



make  His  church  into  a  glorious  bride.  One  that  will  wow  the 
world. 

Give Him credit that He knows what He is doing. He has never 
made a mistake. He has never got it wrong and He is not likely to 
do so. You were never a mistake. You were never plan B. 

You may be someone important in the world’s eyes or you may not 
but whichever it is He has a divine purpose for you. Don't despise 
the day of small beginnings because you will grow into something 
great in the fulness of time just don't give up. Before the seed grows 
it first has to die. Then against all the odds it pushes through the 
soil.  Down go the roots and up goes the stem and leaves. Before 
long an acorn becomes a great forest.  

Although  much  can  happen  in  an  instant,  it  usually  doesn't  all 
happen over night. It takes time for an acorn to become a forest. Just 
like the acorn you have great potential. Have a 100 year plan for 
your life and legacy.

He made you to be strong but sensitive. He has not called you to 
stay an acorn but become a mighty oak tree. Find your destiny. Find 
your heavenly purpose. Believe in it and then live it to the full. Be a 
sign  that  makes  people  wonder.  You  lack  nothing  for  He  has 
provided everything you could ever need. He has planned this well 
ahead. There is nothing missing or lacking. Nothing wasted. You 
were born for such a time as this. Now go and live it. 
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